
'Facts, 
not 

emotion... 

s
h
o
u
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h
e
 
c
o
u
n
t
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a
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Imagine 
yourself 

just before 
a nuclear 

war. 
In a few 

hours 
or 

days 
the 

United 
K
i
n
g
d
o
m
 

is to 
be 

heavily 
b
o
m
b
e
d
 
because, 

per 
head 

of population, 
it is one 

of the 
most 

densely 
targeted 

countries 
in 

the 
world. 

Your 
instincts 

scream 
self- 

preservation. 
You 

quickly 
realise 

that, 
if 

you 
wish 

to 

contribute 
to 

any 
possible 

future, 
your 

only 
hope 

will 
be 

to 

get 
underground 

with 
family 

and 
friends. 

Y
o
u
 

also 
realise 

that 
those 

w
h
o
 
have 

m
a
d
e
 

the 
most 

advanced 
preparations 

stand 
the 

best 
chance 

of 
surviving. 

The 
Government, 

the 

aristocracy 
and 

the 
military 

have 
shelters, 

paid 
for 

out 
of 

taxes, 
but 

you 
don’t. 

And, 
in your 

desperate 
haste 

to find 
or 

build 
a 
makeshift 

shelter, 
you 

will 
hardly 

have 
time 

to 
ask 

why. 
W
h
y
 

did 
successive 

British 
governments 

not 
prepare 

public 
protection 

against 
the 

effects 
of nuclear 

weapons? 

In 
answer 

to 
this 

question 
the 

State’s 
usual 

sophistry 
is to 

say 
that 

we 
are 

protected 
— 
by our 

armed 
forces. 

There 
is no 

need 
to 

worry. 
Deterrence, 

so 
the 

theory 
goes, 

is 
our 

defence. 
It is all 

the 
defence 

we 
need 

and 
the 

stronger 
we 

b
e
c
o
m
e
 

the 
less 

likely 
we 

are 
to 

be 
attacked. 

But 
this 

is a 

hollow 
a
r
g
u
m
e
n
t
,
 
for 

two 
m
a
i
n
 
reasons. 

First, 
the 

r
e
s
u
m
e
d
 

enemy 
doesn’t 

believe 
in 

the 
theory. 

The 
uSsr 

has 
always 

Survive 
a 

nuclear 
war 

and 
has 

planned 

estruction 
— 

MAD 
— 

was 
an 

idea 
peculiar 

to 
the 

W
e
s
t
 
alone.) 

T
h
e
 
second 

reason 
is that 

the 
only 

defence 
against 

nucle 

enemy 
can 

see 
we 

have 
no 

civil 
defence. 

They 
therefore 

that 
our 

ultimate 
threats 

are 
empty. 
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ar 
weapons 

is shelters. 
A
n
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